Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


A 
J 


United  STi\TSS  DEP.iIvTMENT  of  A&RrCULTURE 
Bureau  of  igrj. cultural  Economics 
'.Yashington 


L  I  B  R  A  R  Y 

RECEIVED 


7.S. 
H-gl 


FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  HOPS 


HOP. STOCKS  MP. PRICES  IN  ENOLMD  MP  T:-^  CONTINENT 

Commercial  esti.mates    place  stocks  of  hops  remaining  unsold  on 
March  1  in  England  at  slDout  10,000,000  pounds  from  the  1927  crop,  and 
5,500,000  pounds  from  the  1928  crop,  according  to  recent  cabled  advices 
received  in  the  Foreign  Servi.ce  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  ■; 
from  the  American  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  London.     In  addition  there 
are  surplus  stocks  of  Pacific  Coast  hops  from  the  1924  to  1926  crops  held 
Dy  brewers  and  merchants  which  can  be  bought  for  9  to  10  cents  per  pound. 
Present  prices  of  English  hops  from  the  1928  crop  are  nuoted  at  the  equiv- 
alent of  43  to  55  cents  per  pound,  Oregon  hops  from  41  to  48  cents,  and 
California  hops  at  37  to  41  cents  per  pound.    The  Oregon  and  California 
prices  include  the  duty  i^hich  in  England  amounts  to  4  pounds  sterling  per 
hundredweight  of  112  pounds,  or  approximately  17  cents  per  pound. 

Hop  stocks  on  the  Continent  are  about  in  line  with  r eouirement s . 
for  the  balance  of  the  season,  accordi.ng  to  the  American  Agricultural 
Commissioner  at  Berlin,   quoting  trade  reports-     Stocks  in  the  hands  of 
producers,  trade,  and  in  transit  in  Germany  are  estimated  at  about  1,900,000 
pounds,  and  in  Czechoslovakia  from  3 , 700 ,000  to  4,400,000  pounds.  Little, 
i.f  any,  change  in  the  Continental  acreage  for  hops  is  expected  this  year. 
In  some  quarters  it  is  believed  that  there  mav  be  a  slight  reduction  on  the 
Continent.     No  definite  information  is  available  on  the  damage  fromi  the  cold 
weather  in  Europe  during  the  past  winter,   out  it  is  generally  believed  in 
trade  circles  that  frost  damage  to  hops  was  small. 
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0.  S,  DepariaitfDt  at  Agnculturu 
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HOP  CROP  OUTLOOK  AI^TE'  STOCKS  IN  CONTlNElJTiJL  EUROPE 

Ai\T3  ENCmZ) 


The  hop  crop  prospects  in  Continental  Europe  vjere  favorable  until 
the  middle  of  July,  but  recent  dry,  hot  Treather  follovzing  rain  and  hail 
storms  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Germany  have  had  an  unfavorable  effect  on  the 
crop,  according  to  a  cabled  report  from  >-cting  A.gricu-ltural  Commissioner 
0.  L.  DaTTson  at  Berlin.     It  is  estimated  that  about  10  to  15  per  cent  of 
the  acreage  planted  in  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia  has  been  damaged  by  the 
storms.     Some  complaints  of  insect  pests  and  diseases  are  reported  from 
parts  of  Czechoslovckia  ^77hich,  however,  are  being  successfully  combatted, 
according  to  llv,  Da-^'son.     In  a  cabled  report  dated  July  17,  Agricultural 
Coujmissioner  1.  A,  Foley  at  London,  stated  that  indications  at  that  time 
were  for  a  heavy  crop  of  hops  in  all  districts  of  England.    Up  to  that 
time  the  weather  had  been  ideal  and  there  had  been  no  com.plaints  of 
insect  pests,  mildew  or  mold.    Il!r.  Foley  stated,  however,   that  if  the 
present  dry  weather  continued  ti  might  cause  a  reduction  in  the  yield,  as 
the  crop  still  had  two  months  of  growth  before  maturity. 

In  regard  to  stocks  of  hops  in  England,  r.tr.  Foley  states  that  the 
1928  carryover  (see  Foreign  Service  release    F.S./H-21,  April  4,  1929) 
has  been  reduced  by  about  3,000,000  pounds  and  the  balance  is  to  be  sold 
for  fertilizer.    On  July  1,  English  Hop  Growers,  Ltd.,  reduced  prices  from 
$45.62  to  tr22.81  per  100  pounds,  a  drop  of  50  per  cent.     American  and  con- 
tinental hops,  however,  were  not  affected,  as  prices  quoted  for  California 
hops  on  that  date  were  .^35.93    to  |38.02  duty  paid.     The  price  outlook, 
according  to  A'!r.  Foley,  is  for  cheap  hops  next  year.     Only  carefully  picked 
high  class  hops  will  command  a  premiium.     The  trade  carryover  on  the  conti- 
nent, according  to  Mr.  Dawson* s  report,   is  estimated  at  about  5,500,000 
pounds.     Tli3  stocks  in  continental  breweries  at  the  end  of  July  are 
estimated  to  be  sufficient  to  cover  about  seven  months'  requirements  as 
compared  )-;ith  a  six  month  supply  at  the  end  of  July  1928, 
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The  acreage  devoted  to  hops  in  Belgium  and  France  in  1929  is 
estimated  at  3,410  acres  and  10»153  acres  respectively,  according  to 
a  report  from  the  hop  firm  of  Coninck  van  Noyen  at  Alost,  Belgium, 
From  these  acreages  it  is  estimated  that  France  will  produce  11,947,000 
pounds  and  Belgium  6,085,000  pounds.    The  English  crop  is  estimated  at 
30,784,000  pounds  and  the  Australian  crop  is  expected  to  reach  2,315,000 
pounds  from  an  acreage  of  1,700  acres.     The  report  does  not  give  figures 
for  1928.    As  compared  with  official  estimates  for  1928,  however,  the 
total  production  in  Belgium,  France  and  England  for  1929  as  reported  hy 
Coninck  van  Noyen  shows  an  increase  of  7,729,000  pounds.    No  data  has  as 
yet  been  received  for  production  in  Australia  in  1928. 

Unofficial  estimates  on  acreage  of  hops  have  "been  received  also 
from  Canada  and  Poland  and  an  official  estimate  for  the  English  hop 
acreage.    A  cabled  report  of  September  3  from  Agricultural  Commissioner 
^*  A.  Foley  at  London  stated  that  the  English  hop  harvest  had  commenced 
and  the  outlook  was  for  a  heavy  crop  of  good  quality-    All  markets  at 
the  time  of  the  report  were  quiet  and  while  prices  for  the  1929  crop  were 
uncertain,  lower  values  were  anticipated  as  against  those  prevailing  "be- 
fore the  liquidation  of  the  English  Hop  .Growers  Ltd.     This  combine  has 
controlled  the  marketing  of  English  hops  for  several  years. 

^^^^"^^^^^  received  to  date  on  acreage  and  production  of  hops  in 
1929  as  compared  with  final  estimates  for  earlier  years  are  given  below. 

HOPS;    Acreage  in  countries  reporting  for  1929 


Country 


1926 


1927 


1928 


;     . 1929 

■  Preliminary 


"  Acres 

Canada  ! 

United  States   ;  20  800 

Total  North  America   :  21^394 

Europe  •-                                         ~.  * 

England   25,599 

Belgium   3^501 

France   10,939 

Poland   :  4,448 

Total  4  European  countries  :  44,487 

Australia  ;  1,571 

a/  Unofficial  estimate.  '~ 


Acrej 


1,037 
24 , 600 


Acres 

1,049 
26.100 


Acres 

aj  1,200 
 25,000 


25 , 537 


27,1 49 
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o ,  >c, 


00 


23,004 
3,7M 

11,883 
5.683 


23,805 
3,000 

11,515 
8.678 


23,900 
;a/  3,410 
;a/l0,153 
:a/  8,392 


44,314  I  46,998 


45, 855 


a/  1,557 :a/  1,730 
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HOPS:  Production  in  countries  reporting  for  1929 


Country              :      1926  :      1927  :  1926  ;  1929 

 :  ;  i_  ;  preliminary 

:       l,OuO  J       1,000'  :  1,000  :  1,000 

:      pounds  :      pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

United  States  :  31,522  :  30,658  :  32,742  :  31,600 

Europe  -  :  :  :  : 

England  :  37,184  :  28,616  :  27,115  :a/30,784 

Belgium  :       5,012  :     5,724  :  4,874  :a/  6,085 

France  ;       8,881  ;  11,168  ;  9,098  ;a/ll,947 

•   Total  3  European    :  :  :  : 

countries  :  51,077  ;   45,508  ;  41,087  :  46,816 

Australia  :      2,278  :       ^  ]  ^  :a/  2,315 


a/  Unofficial  estimate. 


0 


R  E  C  E  .  V  E  D 
^  Ik  SE;  3  ■)  ^ 


LIBRARY 


UIJITSD  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTUi  S 
Bureau  of  Agr.TCu3_ture.l  Economics  I 
V/afeJT-ington 


E.S. 

H-24 


September  id4, 


EQEEIC-N  im- 


ivVS  ON  HOPS 


HOP  CHOP  PROSPECTS  IN  CONTIiJEI^TAL  EUROPE 


While  it  is  still  too  early  to  estimate  the  1929  production  of 
hops  in  Continental  Europe,  trade  opinion  indicates  that  it  will  proD- 
aMy  be  somev/hat  larger  than  that  of  1928,  according  to  a  report  to  the 
Poreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Agricultural 
Commissioner  Poley  in  London,  "based  on  an  article  in  the  Journal  of  the 
Institute  of  Brewing  for  September. 


Picking  in  the  "Tettnang"  district  in  ^ermar.3/  started  early  in 
September.    Early  varieties  ma'tce  up  about  80  per  cent  of  the  hops  grown 
in  this  district.    It  is  estimated  that  the  yield  this  year  xvill  be  about 
50  per  cent  larger  than  in  1928,  or  abcut  2,015,000  pounds  as  compared 
with  1,344,000  pounds  in  1928»    Only  a  medium  crop  is  expected,  however, 
in  the  "Hottenbvirg''  district  where  late  hops  are  mostly  grown.    The  spread 
of  Peronospora  (downy  mildew)  has  cut  down  the  crop  in  this  area. 

The  crop  in  the  "Hallertan'^  district,  the  m.ost  important  producing 
area  in  G-ermany,  will  "be  lower  than  in  1928  and  it  is  doubtful  whetlier  the 
hops  will  be  of  as  good  q^^ality  as  last  year.    In  the  "^Spalt"  district 
some  of  the  gardens  have  suffered  hail  damage  and  others  from  black  blight 
and  downy  mildew.    Even  ^ander  very  favorable  circumstances  the  crop  in 
this  area  will  only  be  about  1,120,000  pounds  as  against  1,904,000  pounds 
in  1938.     Tiie  "Ivlarkt"  district,  on  the  other  m..nd,  lo?ks  very  promising 
and  with  a  continuation  of  favorable  conditions  should  produce  from 
2,800,000  to  3,136,000  pounds  as  against  2,240,000  pounds  in  1928. 

Czechoslovakia 

Abundant  rains  have  brought  about  a  wonderful  improvement  in  crop 
prospects  in  the  '^Saaz"  district.    A  sma3 1  percentage  of  the  gardens  has 
suffered  from  an  attack  of  black  blight  but  from  60  to  90  per  cent  of  the 
acreage  promises  a  good  average  c^op  of  fine  quality.     The  yield  for  the 
season  will  undoubtedly  be  in  excess  of  last  season's  crop.     In  the  Auscha, 
Raudnitz  and  Dauba  districts  the  recent  rains  have  iicproved  prospects,  and 
the  crop  will  be  about  the  same  as  1928. 


G-ermany 
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Jug:oslavia 

The  Styrian  district  expects  as  many  hops  as  last  year,  "but  the 
Backa  less  than  1928, 

Po land 

Reports  from  producing  areas  are  satisfactory  and  an  average  yield 
should  result. 

Alsace 

There  is  enough  burr  to  produce  a  crop  30  to  50  per  cent  larger 
than  last  year  but  the  development  of  burr  into  cones  is  very  slow.  Downy 
mildew  is  very  prevalent  and  as  recent  rains  have  encouraged  its  spread, 
the  ultimate  result  is  still  somewhat  doubtful. 

Belgium 

There  is  some  blight  in  the  Poperinghe  district  and  the  crop  will 
probably  be  the  same  in  quantity  but  inferior  in  quality  to  that  of  last 
year.    In  the  Alost  district,  however,  appearances  are  quite  satisfactory 
and  the  crop  is  expected  to  be  30  per  cent  larger  than  last  season. 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  HOPS 


E^IGLISH  HOP  MARKET 

Hop  picking  in  .England  is  now  practically  finished  and  the 
market  is  well  supplied  except  for  choice  hops,  according  to  a 
cable  of  October  2  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics  from  A^rj. cultural  Corainissioner  Foley  at  London. 
Reports  received  in  September  indicated  a  good  crop  in  both  quantity 
and.cfuality  with  ample  supplies  to  fill  the  demand  during  the  coming 
year.     Supplies  on  the  Continent  are  also  reported  to  be  large. 
Trade  ivas  reported  by  Mr.  Foley  to  be  very  auiet  the  beginning  of 
October  with  prices  more  or  less  nominal-    Prices  for  English  hops 
were  $15.21  to  $34.76  per  100  pounds.     Continental  markets  were 
said  to  be  firm  xvj  th  slight  advances  for  best  qualities,  Amerjcan 
samples  received  abroad  indicate  a  more  varied  quality  than  last 
year,  according  to  Mr.  Foley. 
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HOP  PRODUCTION  IN  EUROPE 

Latest  estimates  of  the  1929  hop  crop  in  England  and  in  Continental 
Europe  place  the  total  yield  at  approximately  132,000,000  pounds  as  com- 
pared with  96,000,000  pounds  in  1928,  according  to  information  received 
in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 

The  following  tabulation  gives  the  trade  estimates  for  the  1929 
crop  in  the  countries  specified  as  compared  with  the  official  production 
estimates  for  1928. 


HOPS:     Production  in  Europe  during  1928  and  1929  a/ 


Country 

;  1928 

•          1929  estimated 

:                Po  und_s_ 

Pound_s_ 

Czechoslovakia  ..... 

• 

16,192,000 

19,941,000 

:b/ 

30,800,000 

11,540,000 

:^ 

14,550,000 

11,760,000 

Poland  and  Russia  . , 

:b/ 

10,080,000 

•b/ 

4,256,000 

40,219,000 

131,616,000 

a/  Official  figures  unless  otherwise  stated/ 
b/^  From  the  "Journal  of  the  Institute  of  Brewing"  for  October. 


In  an  article  in  the  "Journal  of  the  Institute  of  Brewing"  for  October. 
llx,  G.  Peters  makes  the  following  comments  on  the  crop  situation  in  Conti- 
nental Europe. 
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Germany 

G-ermny  this  year  is  again  confronted  with,  a  large  crop  of  hops, 
latest  estimates  of  the  expected  yield  ranging  from  30,000,000  to 
32,000,000  pounds.     The  acreage  devoted  to  the  crop  this  year  was  from 
7  to  10  per  cent  larger  than  in  1927,    V*'"hilQ  the  crop  suffered  in  some 
places  from  Pernospora  (Down^'-  mildew)  ,  the  general  condition  of  the  hops 
is  said  to  be  most  satisfactory, 

HOPS:    Estimated  production  in  Germany  in  1929 


Producing  district 


Hallertau  ...... 

Ivjarkt  and  Gebirg 
Auschgrund  . , «  » « 
Wurttemberg  <.,<.« 
Baden  , ,  o »  ,  . ,  » . « 
Total  .  „  _  _ 


Journal  of  the  Institute  of  Brewing,  October  1929. 


Estimated  yield 
Pounds 


19, 

040 , 000 

to 

20 

,160 

,000 

1, 

344,000 

to 

1 

,680 

,000 

^, 

256,000 

to 

A 

,480 

,000 

672,000 

to 

784 

,000 

3, 

360,000 

to 

,584 

,000 

1, 

008,000 

to 

1 

,120 

,000 

29, 

580 , 000 

t'o 

3"l 

,808 

,000 

C_ze  cho  s  lo  vakia 

The  1929  crop  in  Czechoslovakia  is  estimated  at  from  24,000,000  to 
26,000,000  pounds.     The  first  results  of  picking  show  that  both  the  Saaz 
and  Auscha-Raudnitz  districts  will  again  yield  crops  of  excellent  quality. 
The  cones,  color  and  aroma  of  the  hops  in  these  areas  are  the  finest  since 
1925,     (An  official  estimate  received  hy  cable  in  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  gives  the  1929  hop  crop  in  Czechoslovakia  at  19,941,000 
pounds. 

PIOPS:    Estimated  production  in  Czechoslovakia,  1929 


Producing  district  \  Estimated  yield 

:  Pound_s 

Auscha-Raudnitz-  : 

Dauba  :  4,480,000  to  5,040,000 

Moravia  and  Slovalvia   :  280,000  to  448,000 

Saaz  o     o  o     o  _   ^  _19 , 040 , 000^  to^  20  , 160^j pOp_  ^ 

_J?2^3A    Ll^-.V-.tJU  J  '  •  S  23  , SOCTjjDOO^  'i9...^MjL^-¥j^^'^  1-  -1  

Journal  of  the  Institute  of  BrewingV'october  1929,' 

Yugoslavia 

Yugoslavia  is  the  only  countr^r  in  Europe  in  vaiich  any  serious  reduc- 
tion in  acreage  took  place  this  ^i^ear.     The  area  in  Wojwodina  has  been  reduced 
by  25  per  cent  and  that  in  Styria  by  10  per  cent.     Tliis  reduction  in  acreage, 
however,  has  been  offset  to  a  material  extent  by  increased  yields.     It  is 
probable  that  Styria  will  yield  from  6,160,000  pounds  to  5,720,000  pounds 
and  Wojwodina  from  7,840,000  pounds  to  8,400,000  pounds  this  year. 

 „__„  0  ^ 


m;:>lish  hop  product  ioit  aitd  markst 


The  1929  hop  crop  in  England  is  estimated  by  the  British  Ministry 
of  j^griculture  and  Fisheries  at  40,219,000  pounds,  as  cortipared  with 
27,104,000  pounds  in  1923,  according  to  a  cable  recej.ved  in  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  j^ricultural  Econo.nics  frora  Agricultural  Com- 
missioner Foley  at  London.     The  British  hop  area  this  year  amomited  to 
23,985  acres  as  compared  v/ith  2^,762  acres  last  year.     The  average  yield 
per  acre  this  year  is  estimated  at  1,677  pounds  as  against  1,141  pounds 
per  acre  last  season. 

There  has  been  an  increased  demand  j.n  British  markets  for  new  hops 
during  the  past  week,  particularly  for  "choice"  hops  which  are  scarce, 
states  Mr.  Foley.    Nominal  notations  on  "choice"  hops  ranged  from  $19. 55 
to  $30.41  per  100  pounds.     Q;uot@.tions  on  "medium"  hops  ranged  from  $4.55 
to  $19.55  per  100  pounds.     The  Continental  markets  for  "choice"  grades 
are  firm  but  little  business  has  b"^en  transacted  on  British  account. 

Acreage  and  production  of  hops  in  England  in  recent  years  has 
been  as  follows! 


Year  \  Acreage  '  Production 


:  Acres  :  1,000  pounds 

1924    :  25,897  ;  49,728 

1925    :  26,256  :  39,7  60 

1926   ,  .  .  :  25,599  :  .  37,184 

1927    :  23,004  :  28,560 

1928    :  23,762  :  27,104 

1929    :  23,986  :  40,219 


With  the  total  European  hop  crop,   including  the  British  crop, 
now  estimated  at  about  1^2,000,000  pounds  as  ag'ainst  96,224,000  pounds 
last  season  there  is  considerable  speculation  as  to  the  demand  for 
American  hops  in  England  this  season.     Last  season  the  British  market 
imported  9,763,000  pounds  of  hops  of  which  5,108,000  pounds  came  from 
the  United  States.     Imports  during  the  1927-28  season  amounted  to 
10,967,000  pounds  of  which  6,066,000  pounds  came  from  this  country. 
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British  imports  and  exjjDrts  of  hops  during  tlio  last  five  seasons 
are  givon  below: 


Year 

Imports 

beginning 

From 

From  other 

From 

Exports 

September  1 

United 

foreign 

British 

Total 

•  States 

countries 

countries 

'  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  = 

1,000 

:  ^^ounds 

pounds 

jgounds 

1924-25  ,o.... 

:  8,417 

a/  ^ 

:  1C,064 

4,623 

1925-26  . . , , . 

4,162 

196 

538 

4,896 

9,583 

1926-27   

4,726  ' 

112 

973 

:  5,811 

:  6,948 

1927-2S   

6,066  : 

3,504 

.  1,397 

:  10,967 

192&-29  

5 , 108  • 

4,035 

620 

:      9,763  ' 

1 , 258 

a/  Not  separately  stated. 
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FOEEI&N  NEWS  ON  HOPS 


ENGLISH  HOP  PRODUCTION  AND  MARK^ 


Altho-ugh  the  production  of  hops  in  England  is  rau.ch  larger  thi.s 
year  than  last  year,  the  hops  are  mostly  i.ndifferent  in  quality,  accord- 
ing, to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agr:.- 
cultural  Economics  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  Foley  at  London.  A.s 
previously  indicated,  the  1929  crop  in  England  is  placed  at  40,219,000 
pounds  from  23,986  acres  as  against  27,104,000  po^ands  from  23,762  acres 
in  1928. 

The  market  for  all  grades,  except  the  very  choice  de script  i.ons , 
which  are  very  scarce,   is  weak  and  declining.     There  is  only  a  small 
demand  for  medium  and  lower  grades.    Prices  to  the  grov/er  for  best 
quality  English  hops  at  present  range  from.  $26.00  to  $o2.00  per  100 
pounds.     Fair  average  quality  of  the  season  is  ranging  from  $15.00  to 
ep21.50,  and  poorer  qualities  at  from  $6.50  to  $13.00.     Foreign  hops 
at  present  are  only  being  bought  as  required,  states  Mr.  Foley,  and 
m.erchaJits  are  not  carrying  any  stocks.     The  same  applies  to  the  English 
trade  as  m.erchants  are  buying  only  as  they  sell  except  in  cases  where 
they  have  taken  the  opportunity  to  secure  a  part  of  the  very  limited 
supply  of  really  choice  hops. 

The  following  gives  the  London  c.i.f  prices  now  being  quoted 
on  Continental  and  Amciricgn  hops: 

HOPS:     London  c.i.f.  price  per  100  pounds,  November  15,  1929 


Type  \  Price 


•  Dollars 

North  French   :  ■  4.33 

Polish  and  Alsatian   :  6.50  to  7.60 

Choice  Continentals:  : 

Jugoslav  and  simJ.lar  varieties  :  9.30  to  13.00 

Sealed  and  certificated  Saaz  .   .  :  21.70  to  28.20 

American   :  14.00  to  13.40 


0 


